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Summary: Using available funding to bring people to 

Civic as it grows 

 The 2009/10 ACT Budget allocated $4 million to upgrade Bunda Street and $2 million per annum 

for cycling capital works through to 2012-13.  Pedal Power proposes to use part of this funding to 

build the Civic Cycle Loop.  The Loop will help solve the issues of traffic congestion and increasing 

car parking demand that Civic will face as it grows.   It will also make Bunda Street more attractive 

and bring more life and economic vitality to Civic.   It will use physically-separated cycle lanes and 

shared space to encourage more people to get on a bike and leave their car in the garage. 

Consultants for the ACT Government are currently compiling a list of priority capital works for 

cycling.  Pedal Power sees completing the Civic Cycle Loop and the ride around Lake Burley Griffin 

(the best half day cycle ride in Australia) as the two major priorities that will cement Canberra as 

Ψ!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩΦ   

The issues Civic faces as it grows  

Tens of thousands of square metres of office space to be developed in Civic will bring thousands 

more people into Civic. 

 

More people living in the Inner North and Civic.  

 

More people will increase traffic congestion and make it 

harder to find a car park in Civic. 

 

Recent developments  
(underway or proposed) 

Approximate 
floorspace (sqm) 

Section 63 120,000 

AFP HQ site 59,000 

DEEWR 50,000 

Childers Square 16,000 

121 Marcus Clarke St 26,000 

 

 

The Civic Cycling Loop is a solution 
 

The Civic Cycling Loop is an innovative 3 kilometre circular cycle route that will connect the Inner 
North and South with Civic. It will mean the ability to cycle safely anywhere in Civic within 5-10 
minutes on a route that takes you where you need to go.   Commuters and shoppers will use it to 
ride into, through and around Civic. Tourists will use it to ride from their hotels to the rest of Civic, 
Lake Burley Griffin and Canberra. 

Difficulties finding a car park 

deter people from coming to 

Civic. 

Over time, more car parks will be redeveloped further 

increasing parking demand and traffic congestion. 
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Cities, 
including 
Canberra, 
face a 
ΨspaceΩ 
problem - 
running out 
of space for 
roads and 
car parks 
that lie idle 
for much of 
the time.  
 

 

 
 

Civic Cycling Loop Benefits  
 
Makes short trips into and around Civic much more 
attractive. 
 
Reduces traffic congestion and car parking demand. 
 
Makes a vibrant city with more people and more 

economic activity. 

 

Connects East and West Civic. 

 

Makes happier, healthier Canberrans.  Over 60% of 

Australian adults are overweight.  Active transport 

has been described as the best buy in public health. 

 

 

 

Using innovative but 

proven design 
 

The Civic Cycle Loop will take cycling facilities to 

 a level of European-influenced design not yet seen in Canberra, but becoming increasingly 

common in other Australian cities.   It uses ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

of cycle facilities ς physically separated cycle lanes to encourage people to get on their bike and 

leave their car at home. 

72 people in cars take up a lot more space than 72 people in a bus or on bicycles. 

 

Making Civic easier to cycle to and 

around will mean more customers for 

shops, restaurants and cafes. 

50,000 people already live within 5 kilometres 

of Civic (an easy cycling distance).    As urban 

density increases cycling will be important. 
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The Civic Cycle Loop 
 

The Civic Cycle Loop would ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ path with the Lake Burley Griffin 

path. Currently these paths all terminate on the edge of Civic.    It will also connect with the 

Northbourne Ave cycle lanes and connector routes. 

 

It will use routes already set out in the ACT Design Standards.   

 

It will reinstate the Marcus Clarke cycle path which has been obliterated in recent years by verge 

works undertaken by developments along the route. 

 

 

 Civic Cycle Loop 
 - physically separated cycle lane 

- shared street/physically separated cycle lane  
 - Southern connection options 
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Creek 

Path 

Lake Burley Griffin Path 

Existing routes 
- off-road cycle path 
- connector cycle route 
- cycle lane 


