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EVERYDAY





To:
Mr. Simon Corbell MLA

Minister for Territory and Municipal Services

ACT Legislative Assembly

GPO Box 1020

Canberra ACT 2601

CC:
Transport for Canberra Submissions

Transport Planning ESDD

GPO Box 158

Canberra City  ACT  261

11 November 2011

Dear Minister:

Submission on Draft Transport for Canberra Plan


Pedal Power ACT is pleased to comment on the Draft Transport for Canberra 2011-2031 Plan (the Draft Plan). As part of the broader Time to Talk public consultations that occurred in late 2010 Pedal Power ACT presented the Government with our “A Vision for Cycling in Canberra in 2030”. We again enclose that broader strategic document  and request that you review this and consider to what extent the Draft Plan delivers on that vision. 

Pedal Power congratulates the Government for ensuring that sustainable transport, particularly cycling, is key theme of this Plan. Pedal Power wishes to make several comments below that you should consider closely as they are likely to improve significantly the overall effectiveness of the Plan in delivering a sustainable transport network. 

Public Transport

Pedal Power is particularly concerned that the Plan does not make a commitment to having bike racks on all buses (refer Section 2.6) and only proposes 80% of the fleet to be fitted with racks by 2012 (Action 6). The Government committed to racks on buses in 2007 and it is not acceptable to suggest that large capacity buses cannot have some mechanism for the carriage of bikes. Canberrans will not wait for a bus if a service is not reliable. A 1 in 5 chance of a bus having a rack is not sufficient reliability to attract or retain patronage. There are numerous international examples that you should consider (including bikes in the bus). Additionally, the constraint of navigating small suburban streets is not applicable to inter-town bus routes. We ask for an additional action item: 

All new buses ordered are to be of a design that will enable the carriage of bicycles on all routes.

The Draft Plan should commit to ensuring Real Time information provides advice on the availability of bike racks on buses (refer to Action 14 to be enhanced).

The Plan needs to be clearer on the importance of expanding bike parking facilities to all bus stops. This is a critical component in developing an integrated sustainable transport network. The capacity to secure a bike safely at a bus stop will encourage bike use. You should consider providing such facilities where there are high proportions of existing bike usage. The Government, in the absence of having undertaken any significant bike use surveys, could use car registration data as a surrogate (refer Action 5 to be more specific). 

Active Travel
Generally, the actions associated with Section 3 of the Plan are positive and supported by Pedal Power, particularly the inclusion of shared spaces and separated (segregated) lanes in Action 18. Pedal Power however questions the extent to which action will come on these without any serious commitment in the Plan and appropriate budgets and timeframes to do so. For example, Action 21 would be relatively useless without early funding and timeframes.  Similarly with Action 22, if the Plan identifies this as being something of potential use, then why would the Plan suggest that it be 'explored'? Therefore, you should enhance the Plan by including specific commitments and timeframes. More specifically, Action 17 is a relatively weak objective. In 20 years, the ACT Government should be able to complete the whole citywide community path network and widen the narrow (dangerous) sections. Desirably the Government should be considering the introduction of bike only and walking only paths.
The Plan should make a strong commitment to implementing travel plans. This should start with a commitment over the next budget cycle to implementing and maintaining school travel plans for all ACT schools. Additionally, the Plan could provide a market warning that all future developments will require minimum standards (to be established) on end-of-trip facilities and travel plans (Section 2.10 and Actions 19 and 20 to go further). 

Sections 3.2 and 3.3 refer to the National Bicycle Strategy’s priority area of integrated planning and to the government’s commitment to integrated transport and land use planning, but there is no action item on this.  We ask for an additional action item: 

The transport and land use planning sections of government to increase liaison and cooperation to ensure all development sufficiently allows for active travel.

Section 3.4 says ‘We will also explore opportunities for lower speed zones in high pedestrian volume locations’. The evidence is overwhelming that lower speeds reduce injuries and fatalities for people who walk and ride. It calls for more than mere exploration. We ask for an additional action item: 

Lower speed zones be trialled and extended in all areas of Canberra, with priority to black spot, shopping and recreational areas.

Section 3.5 refers to infrastructure such as end of trip facilities. Section 3.8 refers to monitoring of some matters, but does not mention monitoring of compliance with standards, such as bicycle parking requirements. We ask for an additional action item: 
All development and redevelopment projects be encouraged to provide for active transport and be closely monitored for compliance with relevant standards.

Conclusion
Finally, the Plan sets targets for modal change (Table 8, Section 6) that incorporate virtually no stretch into ACT Government strategic policy and funding decisions or indeed into the ideology of the city. Pedal Power notes that the Australian Bicycle Council and AustRoads recently undertook a major survey of cycling in Australia. We provide a copy of the summary for your information, but suggest that you update the Draft Plan to reflect some of this data. While the Plan talks about “a shift to more sustainable transport” and links “productivity gains” (Table 5, Section 3) and “reduced transport emissions by 14 per cent” (Section 6) to increased cycling, the actual modal change aspiration is likely to be achieved in the next couple of years. You should make the Plan far more aspirational, delivering more of these already stated objectives, and setting a goal for Canberra to be the Cycling Capital of Australia. 

The Draft Plan seems to suggest that making more roads (motorways) will make for better sustainable transport – but it will only encourage more car use that negates meeting the objective of getting people to be more active in their transport – walking, riding bicycles and taking the bus.

We thank you for this opportunity to contribute to another policy that will form a key part of the Government’s commitment to sustainable transport.  We welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues further.  Please contact me (John Armstrong) on 0412 257 990 or via email at executiveofficer@pedalpower.org.au should you seek further information.

Yours sincerely
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John Armstrong

Executive Officer

Pedal Power ACT inc
Pedal Power ACT Inc is supported by the ACT Government under the ACT Health Promotion Grants Program and by
 ACT Sport and Recreation Services
   
    [image: image2.jpg]

